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to the darkness and the smallness of their numbers, they failed to restore*
order.1 The Shah then ordered his men to remain under arms all night,
to defend themselves if attacked, but to take no further action without
sanction from him.2	t	e •
At sunrise the next morning Nadir mounted his horse and, with a strong
escort, rode through the streets to the golden-domed Raushanu'd-Dauk
mosque, in the middle of the Chandni Chok quarter.3    It is said that when
he was approaching this mosque, someone fired a shot at him from
a balcony or window.   The bullet missed Nadir, but killed an officer
beside him.4    On reaching the mosque, Nadir mounted to the roof ;
after having ascertained in what quarters of the city the attacks on his
men had been perpetrated, he ordered his soldiers to leave no person
alive wherever a Qizilbash had been killed.5    At nine a.m. the Persian
troops began their dreadful task.   After the streets had been cleared of
the rebels, the soldiers forced their way into the shops and houses in the-
doomed portions of the city, killing the occupants and laying violent-
hands on anything of value.6    The money-changers' bazaars and the-
shops of the jewellers and merchants were all looted, and large numbers
of buildings were set on fire and destroyed, all the occupants perishing-
in the flames.   No distinction was made between innocent and guilty,
male and female, or old and young.7
Nadir remained in the mosque, his drawn sword by his side, whilst
the work of death and destruction went on.8 When the massacre had.
been in progress for some hours, the Emperor sent the Nizamu'1-Mulk
and Qamaru'd-Din Khan to the Shah, to implore him to be merciful.9'
After listening to their pleadings, Nadir commanded the Kotwal, Hajji
Fulad Khan, to go through the streets with a body of Persian nasaqchis,
and to convey to his soldiers the order to refrain from further action.10'
The fact that this order was instantly obeyed is proof of the completeness
of Nadir's control over his men. 'Abdu'l-Karim regarded their prompt
obedience as "one of the most wonderful things in the world."11 The
massacre ceased at 3 p.m., after having been in progress for six hours..
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